
Abraham Lincoln Middle 

School 
 

Course Description Handbook 

 

 

 
  

 

Selma Unified School District 

1239 Nelson Blvd. 

Selma, California 93662 

 

Phone: (559) 898-6600         Fax: (559) 896-0733 

 

 
 



 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

 We at Abraham Lincoln will work hard to create a balance between academics 

and extra-curricular activities.  Our goal is to work hard and have fun.  I would like to 

remind students and parents of the importance of the middle school years.  They set 

the academic and social foundation for success in high school and college. 

The Abraham Lincoln course description booklet is your guide to planning your 

student’s schedule for the school year.  I would encourage every one of you to take 

the time to carefully read this booklet.  It is designed to assist you and your student 

in selecting courses and determining their future academic pathways.   

 I also want to emphasize the important role a student’s family plays in the 

support of the educational process and their child’s success.  At Abraham Lincoln, 

there is a strong partnership between the school and the family.  We welcome you at 

any time on campus and invite you to visit your student’s classes.  We have an active 

Parent Club and School Site Council.  Now is the time to stay involved.  The entire 

ALMS staff is looking forward to working with you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Wayne Dixon 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Promotion Requirements 

7
th

 grade:  In order to be promoted to the 8
th

 grade, a seventh grader must pass 12 out of 14 credits, 

excluding zero period elective courses. Also, a student cannot have any outstanding debts. 

8
th

 Grade:  In order to be promoted to the 9
th

 grade, an eighth grader must pass 12 out of 14 credits, 

excluding zero period elective courses, and the district writing proficiency test. Also, a student 

cannot have any outstanding debts. 

 

Extra-Curricular Eligibility Requirements 

Athletic, extra-curricular and academic involvement is encouraged as part of a student’s education 

at Abraham Lincoln Middle School.  While these are an integral part of Lincoln’s curriculum, a 

heavier emphasis is placed on academics.  There are certain requirements in order for a student to 

participate in athletics and other extracurricular activities (dances, trips, etc.). 
 

1. A student must have a 2.0 G.P.A. (“C” average) with no more than 1 “F” grade to participate in 

extra-curricular programs.  Any student falling below a 2.0 GPA or with more than 1 F will be 

placed on academic probation for one grading period.  Please note: Grading periods are progress 

report grades or semester grades.  Any student placed on the academic probation list for two 

consecutive grading periods will be ineligible to participate in any extra-curricular program until 

the following grading period is completed.  At this time, the student may become eligible if a 

2.0 GPA with no more than 1 “F” grade is re-established. 

2. A student who is ineligible may not participate in any activities during the period of 

ineligibility. 

3. Students must attend school for at least four (4) academic periods in order to practice, perform 

or attend that day’s activity (excluding lunch period). 

4. If any extracurricular activity is conducted on a Saturday or a holiday, the student must attend 

school for at least four academic periods the day before the performance, athletics or activity in 

order to participate (excluding lunch period). 

 

Required Course Information 

 

Language Arts Block 

All seventh and eighth grade students will be assigned to a language arts block class for two 

periods.  The language arts block provides instruction in language arts, and literature  
 

History 

All students are required to take two years of history, one year in 7
th

 grade and one year in 8
th

 grade 

 

Mathematics 

All seventh and eighth graders are required to enroll in a yearlong math class.   
 

 

Science 

All students are required to take two years of science, one year in 7
th

 grade and one year in 8
th

 

grade. 
 

Physical Education (Co-Ed) 

All students are required to take one period of physical education.  All classes are co-education. 

May also be offered as a zero period course depending on enrollment. 



 

Electives 

All students will have the opportunity to take an elective.  All other students will be enrolled into 

one of the elective offerings.  All elective courses are contingent upon appropriate enrollment and 

staffing.   

 

English Language Arts/Literature Courses 
 

7
th

 Grade Block 

An English Language Arts course designed to address the California Common Core State Standards 

for 7
th

 grade students. 
 

8
th

 Grade Block 

An English Language Arts course designed to address the California Common Core State Standards 

for 8
th

 grade students. 

 

 

Math Courses 
 

Math 7 

A mathematics course designed to address the California Common Core State Standards for 7
th

 

grade students. 
 

Math 8 

A mathematics course designed to address the California Common Core State Standards for 8
th

 

grade students. 
 

 

Physical Education Courses 
 

Physical Education, Co-Ed 

Physical Education provides boys and girls with direct instruction in physical fitness; wellness and 

some related health education, providing students with the opportunity to develop skills in a variety 

of team and individual sports.  Students will participate in activities based on the state guidelines.  

All courses are co-educational.  The physical education program is based upon full participation, 

daily dress-out, and character development of each student.  There will be a uniform cost, which 

include: shorts, t-shirt and a lock.  These will be available for purchase during registration and at the 

student store throughout the year.  

 

 

Science Courses 
 

7
th

 grade Science 

This course provides instruction in the areas of physical, life, and earth science with the focus on 

life science.  Topics discussed include: cell biology, genetics, evolution, earth and life history, 

structure and function in living systems, physical principles in living systems, and investigation and 

experimentation. A one week course on parenting is taught which includes using the Realistic Baby 

for one week-end.  



 

8
th

 grade Science 

This course provides instruction in the areas of physical, life and earth science with the focus on 

physical science.  Topics discussed include: motion, forces, reactions, chemistry of living systems, 

use of the periodic table, structure of matter, earth in the solar system, density and buoyancy, 

investigation and experimentation. 

 

 

History Courses 
 

7
th

 grade World History 

Students in grade seven study the social, cultural, and technological changes that occurred in 

Europe, Africa, and Asia in the years A.D. 500–1789. After reviewing the ancient world and the 

ways in which archaeologists and historians uncover the past, students study the history and 

geography of great civilizations that were developing concurrently throughout the world during 

medieval and early modern times. They examine the growing economic interaction among 

civilizations as well as the exchange of ideas, beliefs, technologies, and commodities. They learn 

about the resulting growth of Enlightenment philosophy and the new examination of the concepts of 

reason and authority, the natural rights of human beings and the divine right of kings, 

experimentalism in science, and the dogma of belief. Finally, students assess the political forces let 

loose by the Enlightenment, particularly the rise of democratic ideas, and they learn about the 

continuing influence of these ideas in the world today. 

 

8
th

 Grade U.S. History 

Students in grade eight study the development of the  United States from the formation of the 

colonies, the writing of the U.S. Constitution through the U.S. Civil War.   

 

 

Electives 
Students will be placed into an Elective class. Electives are semester 

classes, so students who are eligible for an elective will be assigned two 

electives over the course of the school year (Fall & Spring). 
 

Semester Courses 
Basic Agriculture 

Prerequisite: None 

 

Agriculture is a huge part of life in the Central Valley.  If you think that you might be interested in 

taking agriculture and being involved in the FFA when you go to Selma High School, then this class 

is for you.  This class is designed to inform students about the world of agriculture. We will learn 

about agriculture careers, California’s agriculture, livestock, ornamental horticulture, FFA and the 

Selma High School program.  In the 1
st
 semester we take a field trip to the Fresno Fair and in the 2

nd
 

semesters we visit the World Ag Expo in Tulare.  We also take field trips to check out the Selma 

High School Agriculture Program. 

 



Art 

Prerequisite: None 

 

Art 1 is a course designed to teach basic drawing and painting skills. Creative expression is 

encouraged through a variety of hands on projects.  Students experiment with different media such 

as pencil, color pencil, charcoal and paint.  Projects involve lessons on composition, shading, 

perspective, portraiture, cartooning, lettering, color theory and other activities which help develop 

artistic skills and insight.  The Elements of Art and Principles of Design are taught throughout the 

course. Art appreciation is also an integral part of the curriculum.  

 

Computers (Information Technology) 

Prerequisite: None 

 

In Basic Computer Class you will learn how to type (keyboard), you will learn how to use the 

Internet for fun and research, and you will have a chance to make power point projects like some of 

your teachers may use.  You will also learn about computer drawing and painting, how to make an 

address book, and many other skills that will help you in high school and your future. 

 

Foods 

Prerequisite: None 

 

The semester begins with a unit on “Etiquette”.  Students learn what is expected of them in many 

social situations including:  weddings, funerals, behavior in the homes of friends, parties and of 

course table manners in all situations.  The class also covers units on equipment, how to measure, 

how to read recipes and follow directions, kitchen safety and food safety.  Students will cook about 

15 times and make a variety of foods including cookies, nut breads, soup, applesauce and spaghetti.  

Students will be required to bring a one-inch binder to keep in class.  We will use the binder to 

create a cookbook at the end of the semester. 

 

 

Achieve 3000 

Prerequisite: None 

 

Students receive computerize assistance to improve their reading comprehension. 

 

 

Woodshop 

Prerequisite: None 

 

Students work in a hands on, safe environment using mostly hand tools to create projects.  Students 

will learn tool and shop safety, measuring and many other shop related skills while building projects 

in a hands on project based classroom.  Students are encouraged to work together to solve problems.  

There is no cost to the student for materials at this time. 

 

 

 

 



Year Long Courses Requiring an Application 
 

Leadership 
Year Course 

Prerequisites:  Completion of an application, interview and approval by the teacher.  

Minimum 2.5 G.P.A required. 

 

Leadership students will be participating in the planning and execution of a variety of projects, for 

both the school and the community.  This course is designed to strengthen the character of the 

student by providing leadership opportunities for students that include school service, 

school/community involvement, goal setting, communication building, problem solving 

applications, and creating an understanding and appreciation for diversity within our school 

community.  Cooperative learning activities are utilized in many activities.     Oral and written 

projects, as well as community service hours are required.   This class requires a generous amount 

of time to be put in over the summer, before and after the school day and during lunchtime.  

Although this is a very demanding class, it is also very rewarding. 

 

 

Teacher Assistant 

Prerequisites:  Completion of an application and approval of the teacher.   
 

Academic Assistant is open to all students who would like to assist with the day-to-day operations 

of the school.  Students will be required to assist the office staff.  Students are only allowed to be an 

office assistant once during their two years at ALMS. 

 

 

Yearbook 

Year Course  

Prerequisites:  Completion of an application, teacher recommendation and approval of the 

teacher. 
 

Students design and produce the yearbook using a variety of skills and working as a team.  Students 

need to be in good academic and behavior standing to be considered.  Skills taught and used in 

yearbook are journalism, photography, layout and design, and basic and specialized computer skills. 

 Students will be required to put in time before and after school as needed to meet yearbook 

deadlines, take pictures and sell ads.   

 

 

Spanish (8
th

 grade only) 

Year Course 

Prerequisite:  Proficient or Advanced on the STAR ELA. Minimum 3.0 G.P.A. required. 

 

Students will develop a basic understanding of Spanish, emphasizing pronunciation, correct usage, 

and idiomatic speech.  Grammar will be met in real life contexts.  Emphasis will be on 

communicative skills.  The four language skills will emerge and develop naturally through its 

usage.  This course is practical and enjoyable.  Students can expect to have homework assignments 

a minimum of three times a week. 

 



For Spanish I students at ALMS to obtain high school credit for this class, they must comply with 

three requirements: 
 

 Earn an average C grade in the class (average of four quarters)  

 Pass the exit exam with a minimum of 65% score. 

 Go on to SHS and pass Spanish II successfully at the high school 

 

Academic (Intervention) Courses 
 

Special Note:  Based upon space availability, students who are below level on the STAR test 

(reading, language arts, or mathematics) may be placed into an Academic Intervention course as 

their elective.  If a student does not meet Proficient or Advanced on the STAR test they could be 

considered not on grade level. 

 

Math Seminar 

Semester Course 
 

This course is offered in conjunction with their core math class, to 7
th

 and 8
th

 grade students who 

require instruction and focus in math computation and problem solving.  Students are generally 

tested for appropriate placement and this course is taken in lieu of an elective and is considered and 

intervention course. 

 

Academic Seminar (ELA) 

Semester Course 
 

This course is offered in conjunction with their core English class, to 7
th

 and 8
th

 grade students who 

require instruction and focus in reading comprehension, writing, and vocabulary.  Students are 

generally tested for appropriate placement and this course is taken in lieu of an elective and is 

considered and intervention course. 

 

 

Performing Arts Electives 
 

Advanced Band 

Year Course 

Prerequisites:  Minimum one-year prior experience in instrumental music instruction.  Requires 

approval of the instructor 

 

A music class designed around the study of quality band literature.  Course objectives are designed 

to address issues of national, state, and district standards of instrumental music education in regards 

to the theory, practice, and performance of music. 

 

 

 

 



Intermediate Band  

Year Course 

Prerequisites:  No prior experience necessary 

 

A music class designed around the study of quality band literature.  Course objectives are designed 

to address issues of national, state, and district standards of instrumental music education in regards 

to the theory, practice, and performance of music. 

 

 

 

Color Guard/Winter Guard 

Color Guard: Semester Course 

Winter Guard: 3
rd

 Quarter Only 

Prerequisites: No prior experience necessary for Color Guard.   

 

A class developed to interest students in marching and dance for parades and competitions.  

Students learn routines to music, march with the band and obtain appreciation for different styles 

and genres of music.  This course meets or exceeds national and state standards for physical 

development and dance. 

 

 

 

Concert Choir 

 

Semester Course 

Prerequisite: No prior experience necessary 

 

Concert Choir is an intermediate mixed choir.  Concert Choir members will learn more advanced 

singing skills and enjoy singing more challenging songs in 3-part harmony selected especially for 

intermediate level singers.  This choir performs at a choir festival in Fresno and in two concerts: the 

Holiday Concert near Christmas, and the Showcase Concert at the end of the year. 

 

Jazz Band 

 

Year Course 

Prerequisite: Minimum one-year prior experience in instrumental music instruction 

 

Concert Choir is an intermediate mixed choir.  Concert Choir members will learn more advanced 

singing skills and enjoy singing more challenging songs in 3-part harmony selected especially for 

intermediate level singers.  This choir performs at a choir festival in Fresno and in two concerts: the 

Holiday Concert near Christmas, and the Showcase Concert at the end of the year. 

 

Mexican Dance 

 

Semester Course 

Prerequisites: None 

 



A class developed to interest students in dance as an art form while connecting students to their 

cultural heritage and roots.  Mexican Dance involves student participation in various aspects of 

movement as it relates to Mexican folkloric dance.  Students will obtain aesthetic perception and 

valuing, creative expression, and study Mexican culture and history as it relates to dance.  These 

goals will be accomplished by various activities and performance throughout the course.  Students 

may be required to dance in public and to fund raise throughout the year. 

 

 


